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the position of wishing that the ministry would be "dismissed."
But having been placed in power by the vote of the people, and
having taken up the responsibility for governing the state, the
Communists hesitated to run away from their posts. The
reason was their fear that such action might affect their prospects
in future elections. This was the first bitter fruit to be tasted by
Communists after they became a prey to the democratic electoral
system. They lacked the ideological strength to proclaim to the
people: "This is a democracy on paper only and it is constricted by
severe limitations." Matters had proceeded to such a point that they
were not hopeful of being able to bring the situation under control
by remaining in office. "Let us somehow escape from this predica-
ment now; we can again contest the elections that will be held later
and return to power." With that kind of mentality, they sought to
function in toto as "parliamentarians."
The leadership of the Indian Communist Party found itself in a
most trying situation. As they say in Tamil, their plight was like
that of an ant caught between two fires. To suppress and crush the
mass demonstrations [in Kerala] would be inconsistent with commu-
nist principles. Such a course would severely affect the activities of
Communists in leading and participating in demonstrations in other
states. A situation of such complexity having developed, some
well-wishers of the Communists inside the Congress Party urged
that the Kerala ministry should be helped and that the Central
government should not hesitate even to send troops. Others asserted
that the right course would be for the Centre to remove the Commu-
nist ministry. A rumour circulated among Communist ranks to
the effect that some leaders of the Communist high command had
actually approached Nehru with the plea: "Please dismiss our
ministry." Not only from the Congress Party in Kerala but from
various other sources as well, pressure was brought to bear on
Nehru to remove the Communists from power.
Finally, not being able to find any other solution, Nehru assumed
the blame himself.
The Communist ministry in Kerala was dismissed.
Despite the fact that the constitution and the social environment
had so many built-in "safeguards," the rightists had, without
reason, become filled with dread about the Communists.
As a result of the dismissal of the ministry, anti-Congress sentiment
within the Communist Party increased by one more notch. The